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SUBJECT: GVN STATEMENT ON RECENT PRESS CRACKDOWN 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GVN STATEMENT ON LIFTING OF PUBLIS- 
HING LICENSES OE FIVE NEWSPAPERS AND ARREST OE NEWSMEN CHARGED WITH 
BEING COMMUNIST AGENTS. THE STATEMENTWAS RELEASED THIS MORNING 

AT THE GVN INTERMINISTERIAL NEWS CONFERENCE OE THE MINISTRIES OF 
INTERIOR, INFORMATION AND CHIEU HOI AND THE NATIONAL POLICE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

ABOUT THE ARREST OF A NUMBER OE COMMUNIST AGENTS IN- 
FILTRATING THE PRESS AND THE WITHDRAWAL OE 
LICENSES OE 5 INVOLVED NEWSPAPERS 

ONFEBRUARY 3, 1975, OUR PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES ARRESTED 
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17 UNDERGROUND COMMUNISTS WHO HAD BEEN CONDUCTING SABOTAGE 
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IN A NUMBER OF NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL STAFFS IN SAIGON. BASED ON 
THE ABOVE MENTIONED FACTS AND ON ARTICLE 6, DECREE 049/69 THAT 
APPLIES TO THE PRESS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ORDERED THE WITHDRAWAL 
OF THE LINCENCES OF THE 5 INVOLVED NEWSPAPERS WHICH ARE DIEN TIN, 
DONG PHUONG, SONG THAN, BUT THEP AND TIA SANG. 

ALTHOUGH THE ABOVE STATED COMMUNIST ELEMENTS HAD OPERATED 
WITHIN THE PRESS MEDIA, WE CANNOT ASSIMILATE THEM WITH THE 
MASS OF THE NATIONAL BONA FIDE JOURNALISTS. IN PARTICULAR, 

THEY CANNOT BE CONSIDERED TO BELONG AMONG THE LEGAL OPPOSITION, 
FOR ALL FORMS OF PROPAGANDA AVANTAGEOUS TO THE COMMUNISTS MUST 
BE UNDERSTOOD AS VIOLATING THE CONSITUTION AND BEYOND THE 
FRAMEWORD OF THE NATIONAL LAW. THE GOVERNMENT AFFIRMS THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO REPRESSION OF THE OPPOSITION OR OF THE PRESS 
WHEN THE DECISION ON THE ARREST OF THE ABOVE COMMUNIST ELEMENTS 
TOOK PLACE. 

IN THEIR CAMPAIGN OF FABRICATING, SLADERING AND MAKING UP 
FALSE STORIES, THE ABOVE COMMUNIST ELEMENTS HAVE OBVIOUSLY 
AIMED AT DEMORALIZING OUR ARMED FORCES, CAUSING CONFUSION AND 
WORRY AMONG THE PUBLIC, AND SAPPING ITS TRUST IN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND THE ARMED FORECS. USING THE LABELS OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY 
AND POLITICAL OPPOSITION, THEY HAVE DIRECTLY SUPPORTED THE 
INVADING COMMUNIST IN THE BATTLEFIELD BY IMPLEMENTING TACTICS 
MEANT TO CAUSE THE INTERNAL SEPARATION, DISUNITY AND DIVISION 
AMONG THE NATIONAL RANKS. TO CRACK DOWN ON THESE SYSTEMATIC 
AND LARGE SCALE SCHEMES OF SUBVERSION, THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO 
TAKE URGENT AND APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO PREVENT IN TIME THE 
ENEMY'S PLOTS, IRRESPECTIVE AND WHERE THEY COME FROM, OR IN 
WHICH DOMAIN THEY MAY BE. 

THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT WAS MEANT TO CONSOLIDATE A 
REALLY FREE PRESS THAT DOES NOT HAVE STRINGS PULLED OR IS 
INFLUENCED BY THE ENEMY, WHICH INSTEAD IS BASED ON TRUE 
INFORMATION AND SERIOUS COMMENTARY. WITH THE ELIMINATION OF 
ELEMENTS ACTING UNDER COMMUNIST INSTRUCTIONS, THE GENUINE 
JOURNALISTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PERFORM THEIR GREAT 
MISSION, THAT IS TO SERVE THE PUBLIC OPINION AND THE TRUE 
NATIONAL CAUSE. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO 
DESTROY THE COMMUNIST SCHEMES DOES NOT WORK AGAINST THE 
RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH WHICH IS ONE OF THE BASIC RIGHTS OF 
EVERY CITIZEN THAT THE GOVERNMENT MUST RESERVE AND SOLEMNLY 
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PLEDGES TO RESPECT. THE GOVERNMENT ALWAYS ENCOURAGES AND SUP- 
PORTS EVERY CONSTRUCTIVE ACTIVITY OF THE PRESS. 

END TEXT 
LEHMANN 
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